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Diary Dates 2018 

Ascension Day 
10th May 2018 
Holy Communion at St Michael’s 
Bootle at 10.00am  
Holy Communion at St Peter‘s 
Drigg at 7.30pm 
 

 

Open Garden 
The gardens at the Old School 
House, Waberthwaite will be 
open on Sunday 13th May 
between 11am-3pm.  
Admittance £2.50 Refreshments 
and raffle. In aid of Bootle Pool 
Fund and St John’s Heritage 
Fund.  

 

In support of Christian Aid 
 

Supper & Quiz 15th May at 
6.30pm Kirksanton Village Hall 
 
Tea & Cake 19th May at 3-5pm in 
Bootle Rectory Garden. 
 

 

Combined Parishes 
 
The final Annual Meeting of 
Combined Parishes will be in the 
Church Rooms, Ravenglass on 
Monday 21st May at 7.00pm. 
This will be followed by the first 
meeting of the new Benefice’s 
financial management group. 

Dear Friends,  

Pentecost is the time of year when we mark 

the foundation of the Church, with the 

outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon Christ’s 

followers. It is an opportunity to pray for the 

unity of all Christian people that together, 

we may be a visible witness to the saving 

grace of God.  

The local Churches Together group 

traditionally celebrates this festival with an 

open-air service. This year it is being held at 

St Paul’s Irton, on the 20th May at 3.00pm.  

As you know the views are spectacular at 

Irton, creating a very fitting arena for 

worship. The Churchyard is also graced with 

an ancient Celtic Cross which will be 

incorporated into the beginning of the 

service that day. Pheonix Praise will lead the 

music and the theme of the service will be 

Journeying to Pentecost.  

Please bring a chair or a rug to sit on and 

wrap up warm as it can be windy. We will go 

inside if it rains. We hope that the bells will 

ring out across Irton Flatts to welcome the 

congregation to worship. You will be 

directed to the churchyard for parking. 

Toilets are available in Church. 

A light tea will be served following the 

service when there will be an opportunity to 

meet up with friends from across the area.  

Gill 

 



If you are reading this, then it is quite likely that you are one of the minority of people for whom 

Sundays still mean at trip to church. After all Church Matters is primary a vehicle for sharing 

information with people in the pews. This month I want to focus in on worship; and suggest that 

maybe it’s time we got a little more adventurous in our worship if we want more people to have the 

opportunity take part. No one really believes that ‘Sunday morning in a Church building’ is the only 

possible way to worship. It is undoubtedly a good discipline to commit to but for many people today 

its impractical and to some, even an unattractive option. If we are to create more appealing 

opportunities for people to gather for worship we are going to need to be more imaginative, not 

only in the times and venues but also in the content of what is on offer. 

Here are some relatively new initiatives that illustrate the attempt to offer worship opportunities at 

different times and places and in different styles across the benefice: 

• Angela has started a mid-week Communion service every Thursday in St Michael’s Bootle at 

10am to serve the people who like traditional services but struggle with attending on a 

Sunday. Everyone would be welcome at this said, half hour service. 

• Occasional Taize services at Drigg have proved popular and the combination of chants and 

silence is one that some people find helps them pray. Anyone interested in a more 

contemplative style of worship please get in touch and we will see if this occasional service 

can become more regular.  

• All Church Schools encourage daily worship in their communities. In addition to this daily 

practice of prayer St Bega’s Eskdale are opening their monthly Eucharist (on the first Friday 

of the month at 9.15am) to family members and friends of the School. The children play a 

significant part in planning and leading this service and enjoy sharing their worship with 

others. Its always a very joyful service. 

• Pilgrim walks – meeting God in the landscape. In response to a suggestion to ‘get Church 

out of a building’, beginning in June we are going for a summer evening walk, once a 

fortnight, sharing conversation and pausing for a brief reflection before returning home or 

continuing the chat at the pub. We will meet at Eskdale Green Station Car Park at 7.00pm 

on Tuesday 5th June. This family friendly walk up to Blea Tarn should take about 2 hours and 

will need participants to bring boots, waterproofs, and a drink.  

• Thy Kingdom Come is a national prayer initiative which takes place every year 

between Ascension to Pentecost. This year there will be an opportunity to meet for morning 

prayer at 8.30am at the following Church venues in May: 

10th at Muncaster; 11th at St Bega’s, 12th at Bootle, 13th at Irton, 14th at Drigg, 15th at St 

Catherine’s, 16th at Whicham, 17th at Waberthwaite, 18th at Corney, 19th at Drigg. There are 

also Prayer Journals available for anyone who would like to keep the season of prayer but 

can’t be with us for these services. 

In between Church Matters you can keep up to date with what’s happening in the area by checking 

out the benefice websites at: www.eskdalebenefice.org.uk or www.blackcombechurches.co.uk.  

           Gill 

http://www.eskdalebenefice.org.uk/
http://www.blackcombechurches.co.uk/

